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What Does Da Mean?
“Famous Gentlemen of the Central Court”
in the Intellectual Historical Background of Wei-Jin Times

Rongbing ZHONG

Abstract: In his comment on 4 New Account of Tales of the World (Shishuo xinyu), Liu Xiaobiao noted that
Pei Kai and Yue Guang were designated as “famous gentlemen of the central court” by Yuan Hong. A detailed
analysis reveals that eight individuals excelled in harmonizing the dichotomy between the “teaching of name”
(mingjiao) and “from-self-out-so-being” (ziran) through their political practices and eloquent discourse. Yuan
Hong was dedicated to defending the tradition of the “teaching of name” from the perspective of “from-self-
out-so-being,” and he greatly appreciated the contributions of these eight people in integrating personal and
societal values. This recognition formed the intrinsic motivation for his admiration of the “famous gentlemen
of the central court.” The philosophical concept of “da” evolved during the Wei and Jin dynasties, transcending
its original Taoist context to encompass the ability to navigate and unify the “teaching of name” and “from-
self-out-so-being”. The common trait of the “famous gentlemen of the central court” was their practice of this

updated connotation of “da”.
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FHEE R EE L A, MR IR FE A e LT M REE R T R R
MR I ESCArie, ARl R BITE R IE A HUE E A, B BRI
o LUNFEMME S R s ™ (h ke, Lo —SErn “heisd” AliE—EAR
LR

“RET 2 Btz DG B AR SO B s, CUME S B w15
fHiRfgwt <imaf> 7 MBIk 2, HELIEERSEN. SR EIIE . BUTK
. © B B OW WAL, WEISGER: JLEER GRE - gt A CBihiE 2
T EAMELT R «IEEAEE QIS ESET ) EEHHE ET R 1T
W7, JRE T IRFE, ML WY R T SRR BRD - SR> B OCRIBNEE”
CHT» SO, B BEAER —HRERR SR, EE R AR R, ©

O (B ks« bl SAREEZENEO0 , Jbnt PEEEE, 19584, 1786 Ha.

@ #TWE:  «HHEFESNY |, H358H.

@ Bz GawEsEE» , dbat: PIEEEE, 19804, 4294H.

@ 2 (B) 2w, CR) MEH: Gadrsy , B2l BCHEHEaA =85y GRS , 20014, 4552
Hao () RE#E: «UETTAIET |, doat: h#EEF, 20084, H86H. () #H: GRIUMT» , dbx: &
T, 20064F, H41EH. () WZyE. (F) FLEER: ERmEs>» , REdr EXEHEMEEA F Z8ERD
(511 ,EZOOIFF, $649Ha. () TIooilst, JLwieE. TEBER. «ET7EM | dbat: PR, 19884F, 497,
121+ 204,
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ZOZHAeE HE=EM

7 OB T RUERLE B T BN, REERIETESURATE GIET .
Gy B CMEBEFMEL T, RN L BT B T 2R, EAEHEZ R, (AES
REEMR 7 S, 5 N AAENE LR TR TR TR . AR S TR
M HT, MTEIERLE L A R R —ERBELIEM. §5] «HERFTEE - My CEF
T B EERE NS LT AE” |, AR . TES AMLABLEE, HEEEZ A, it
By 5l ER «EE FHUEES @8 mcEs E, W w7 MiE ¥ 2 ko H “E
7O E TR ARG B F R R R R, TE4EE BT R AT RRR, HARE
HEaREEE HOsIRET RO

ARAMBRERRE, R F4;, BAREREME, YRIEL, mEIAL

WA E LB EAT? FhE8b. dhE, BRZAT. BAEIA, THFBEY

mARRER, RABARRZI, 2 FREZIT, RHEBEmELER, FAERI

LA, BohEE, ERAAE, RERMAT L. REZIA, REMAL., &K

BRRAAF A PTARLAE; AEMAE, PTAELIE. AMHRZ AR, AEmAREL L&

XA, REmITTEL, TREF @

HWEEE TRt ERRy , HEMEAE, AR, amEseiE TR R, »HE
ATV EWE NER AT B 0T BTAsmsk, Rl o< EATARGE AR Gl i iR “IlELe
7o HOETMMEATIREE L, MR ER R CCRT Ty AR o T “ET B
BRI E N “AET B, SRR B AR LR G BRI T R AR A 0
B —— A F SR B R , RSRHE R T T R T BB I — B
BRI MET TS T B B “BLT MAEARIEERELE TR . DMGEZ TR0 W
Bk &7 MELEZ W7 FREEZE. THEARERE, KME LR MEmEs
AL, AELL B . «F# SEFF DUAE, S22 mE, e, ERELT @,
IR AHIOZE T 2 2 o

SRIMIGES “B” MR AR R B T Bl M, (H UG B BIMAGE BRI #Z
K, MG ZRIMAEE . AHERETEE - ARy o PR, ESEBEMLRL, IREEE. £
TH: “MPEBHEZ, WASER. ” “fEEE28, AN R me. Ef, Y 2
WET RRBEL ) CiERE T 1A R LU A R AL . M ERIBF R EAE HAN
PR BIZARES [E «(THREEERY H:

B E, EAFERRCZHALEL, ©

BT BT B R PR A A — TERUE R, IR RE I A ROEIE S B H R B .
Brasit 2 AU H AT, (BIEMEFARERSR, “OAmA®” L ‘s , HH «%
Yy GGy S SCR ORI B OO AL A BUE B, SR O RS .
(FERRERE «HLINERBRSEY ) EREEAL, BRSNS, BT, HEeeaEn
FHEEMZ | Ak LRTAGR, MERETRREAGE, WA BRE SO R g, ©L
Wy [, Briie VR BE TR A LUIGE BRI R “BEER L, ERIHAER

@ () s, GBS, H524572458H.

@ [Fl L, 12465,

@ «MHBFFEEH» |, $863H,

@ «HBFFEEH |, F863H,

® (ZBE#) b, PaERTE: «BdSEREy | Jb PEEERE, 20124, 102H.
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Sk ALV ET P — AR RBAERRE RN hgs

B — (EEE R A EARRE A E IR R IR I MIRE T, BRI B A S %
WEEARTRE P R E R R . B, EHUEEANRNK, FEBEAREIER 7, MO
H7OWe?

AR A R [ 2 BT S | oz A MBS AR T A TN TN SR B

EENZHNP | REANEN, FEEL, AkGE, ©
GERT B 5L WMRRESR—BGRIGE T A RS, A EE XA, BETTREEAK
EEE R E AR 50077, W Wk Y, RELKBZ B 5L 248, A
RECHEEIEN “E&” MALZE, Wk “VEE” b fgEmaes g s A A=A
W g, BEAZ TR, SEE, AHEKN SR ZHEMAEE. E52, i
EET G, DHIZRAA A B T, MRl . A R RRANE T, M s B s A —,
Fri “FE” “EET, WEAEHREE HEP 2. a5l CET - ey f MEEE
WA SRR Ed, R MZRER, MAEERAM. 7 CER, me
RYUSIES T GEr> ANV EAAFESERM, “2 B EmA 7 MBHRER B
— B AN LR S, BB EMAE. Zutll 87 M R gk 7B
P TR, 2ERT Ty E DG EEEATRENE . K R ERE S, N
EHMTER 7RO R T

REFEZ R BHEE, MEXH -G, @Ambs—. ©
AN AR B R BB B R F B TN EL T A, BBk, RO R,
“Ui” MBI, RERE R 2. BHBENEREREN. “EEREEZR” , SR
AT —JT GEET , ATRE BRI WifT CBEET 2T, DR, AR
R RS R . R AR A VA R T 0 S N SRS R AR LA 1 A 2
fEt, MAHEERAAHE B EAREN “EE HE.

EEWRE GEET TEIRECAARERR um” B, ©R I A4 R B AR,
P it 3 s — R SRR AR O, B R RS R T, BT —" MR WA SER LA
Ky, HIE TR A BB L LR EEET MO, BESGENR, s 2Rl E B
TE 7t AP e i 2 R 15 SR AP T 2

kA2 A=, EHWNE BHWRALE— REBEL, BER—FEUEL, ©
HolE LA AR BN B AEBEHE , ARABLEH—uG ) “A—F" FraeER . (PR N RS
B, BB EHESITHELEE, 2 “EEENE MEERA.

EAF—1RIE, BRI RIS T WA 17, TERRIE Ak Iy oE = el LT
BERE, FEEIVEES ERE (Richard B. Mather, 1913—2014) fEASEEA <My |, A
M GET EEMEA HBET (free/freedom) , FATMT “free” SRR LLVEHE ML OEARFRESE
HIHERETR Y . a5 S TSR RS, M7EG (MRS Em AN 2 MERZIEPE e BT
THESEN , ALE Y . ORISR PP BIAL (Erik Zircher, 1928—2008) 7EFIEETTHENGEIRAL H

Be 7 ET EMERGIEERFEA R, SEREHEAARHEERERR “HH AR,
i

© «IHEER> |, $862H.

@ () B, TFAEK. CETER |, H78H.

® () TRk, AR CiETER |, B78H.

@ () PRk, TEAER. CETER | B79H.

(® Richard B. Mather, 4 New Account of Tales of the World. Michigan: Center of Chinese Studies, the University of Michigan, 2002, p.11, 404.
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AR ERRID “HE” B, B EEHEREYET da” Ll TSN, VR R R
4% H (Btinne Balazs, 1905—1963) fERFEMEHA «SE&m>y & Wik, WERH T FER
AU ERE, (HMgRE “FE” AL T ausk, R aE 2R s A e
B E S A NIE 2 B [F] 1 (comprehensif), 2 ARSI AR 2 18 IE R Z (pénétrant), LA
Kzt “HH” (libre), 2 “MEH4E” (sans entraves), JEBL [ /e i IE — AN & A2 H AR
B, PHb D UBERR WA (sans entraves) B “GE A AISEENER, EERGL
BT R s DA B TR SR . ©

#E

M BRI A, AR «H Ly Al 3eRg. SRR\ SRy el IEARRIEE
Rz, WARRRTA LRI IE SR, M A G LR e i “Palat” AR A
BA LI —85 <GB Gy «Gpy M KRR, (HEUTHREOEIRAR, AR
BRBUEEE A A, RN N2 sl DAE 2 A w2 28 5 98 ", LA
HARZ ERFELH, DA B ENR,; SL0E 5 BOAE R L8 42 5 3 SRRLA # A HE IR
&, KOS T AT 4 LA R 3 O SO I B R . IR AN EBERAB B0, KRR,
JRACEFE B X RIREEIREAE G, MK r R EE R A ZEZRN LR L, A
A AT R A o g B 4% 2R 1 AR A B R IR R A B A
28, ABMA R E S A S e A B RS A B, e i LIRS U B, SRR TR,
TE AT DA SR B RS SRS YRR PSR A I . BV e R R RS, A3
ZIAAEWIMTEE T B, AR REE 4R IR MIA 2 A BRI IR L, RS
AR A BRI EZE . SRR, A CUERET B LD B, EH
BUHTE R TS NAEREA IR AR T RS RN E BT, SR e
BTCHEREE IR, Ay “hEiga T DABR CIREMRA T PTAREET I0RE RS

MR B AR R PR, s M T AN T REE,
TERE TSR GRS “” BT R BUE . BRI, T MRS BB TR
K ERGREL, (HBORMERREARM T 2 HE, EROEER AR, L GETY SURTREGE,
G amEE EET SRR, EEEXRNEE TIT T R A B [ AR
o REMZEANRE T “2” 8 WO WAR, fRIHEIER EE AR R BEAHZ
SR N € VAWNES Y] S U ey N2 €Y =BV ) D= = e i T G 1) 3 it i - =
AHERR AR RE N BN E DS RE R T, DMESHE E” AR RIT, LE
IR “rhEIA LT E AR BN A .

%

@ Erik Ziircher, The Buddhist Conquest of China: The Spread and Adaptation of Buddhism in Early Medieval China. Leiden: Brill, 2007, p.79.

(2 FEtinneBalazs, “Le crise sociale et la philosophie politique a la fin des Han”. In: T oung Pao, 1950 (1/3), p.119.

(@ WnfEEE “ungehindert” (i.e. unimpeded, “HE#E” ), IEEZE THY%H LR “MAR4E”  (sans entraves) [U04HE. HHEBITRETE
EaAER HHEETERY IR, MR T R Z BUEDL T AR K free/ freedom, (R CHEFURTEE - ST FEED]
WOBEIR AEEN 2 ERT , BINAMBMEA T A EFRE (unprejudiced mind) . Z£Zhong Rongbing, Zur historischen
Semantik der ,Dunkel-Lehre*: Die Bedeutung von da im geistesgeschichtlichen Kontext der Wei-Jin-Zeit (220-420)“. In: Bochumer.Ja
hrbuchzurOstasienforschung, (42)2019, S.229f. Richard B. Mather, A New Account of Tales of the World. p.11, 404.

@ TEBH: <FREEHEAIE LA |, F226H.

132



