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The Nagasaki Trade in the Qing Dynasty
—A Case Study of the Drifting “Nanjing Ship” in 1753

Yuanbao XIONG

Abstract: At the end of 1753, a large Chinese merchant ship encountered a storm in the East Asian
seas. Because of damage to its main rudder and sails, it drifted to Hachijo Island in Japan. This “Nanjing
Ship,” carrying 71 people and several hundred tons of cargo bound for Nagasaki, became the subject of a
comprehensive rescue and handling process documented by the Japanese side. The records include written
negotiations, investigations into the ship’s crew and cargo, catalogs and summaries of books on board, rescue
reports, and portrait drawings of the crew members. These foreign documents provide valuable textual and
visual materials, as well as cognitive perspectives, for analyzing the immigration control systems of China and
Japan at the time, for understanding the basic structure of Nagasaki trade between China and Japan, and for
examining the relationship between the Chinese economy in the 18th century and early globalization in East
Asia from a macro perspective. The Sakoku (“closed country”) system established by the shogunate in the early
17th century used Nagasaki as its trading port, allowing entry and trade only to Chinese and Dutch merchants.
This provided Chinese merchants with stable trading opportunities and profits. Nagasaki trade was an important
means of interaction and complementarity within the East Asian regional market, as well as a connection to
the global market during the early stages of globalization. The issuance of the “Shotoku New Regulations™ in
1715 stemmed from the shogunate’s concerns about the long-term outflow of gold and silver. The introduction
of management tools such as trade permits and copper allocation certificates transformed Sino-Japanese trade
from relatively free commerce into a strictly regulated trade system, with limits on the number of incoming
ships, the total volume of goods, and the amount of copper exported. Even so, the vast volume of imports
and exports each year held great importance for the economic growth and ongoing development of Japan and
China, especially the Jiangnan region. This article centers on the Nanjing Ship of 1753, using related Chinese
maritime disaster records to trace its movements, rescue efforts, and cargo. It explores issues such as the entry—
exit management system of the Nagasaki trade between China and Japan in the 18th century—which focused
on silk, cotton, textiles, medicinal materials, ceramics, books, copper, and marine products—as well as market
structure in the economic demands and supply of China and Japan.d marine products—as well as the economic
demands of both sides and the structure of supply and market.

Keywords: Nagasaki trade, Nanjing Ship, Shotoku New Regulations, trade permit
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