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Change of Political Identity before the Northern Expedition
——Analysis of the “Ten Pillars of New China” Poll in
Beijing News Supplement

Tianhong YANG

Abstract: In early 1926, the famous newspaper Beijing News Supplement held a public opinion poll to select
the “Ten Pillars of New China.” On the basis of the votes, 59 individuals who were not included in the “Ten
Pillars” were also listed. Results as follows: 1. The leaders of the Kuomintang, C.P. members, and Feng
Yuxiang, who joined the Kuomintang after the Five Yuan Oath, received large numbers of votes, as did the
military leaders of Feng’s headquarters. The number of candidates from the Kuomintang and its “cooperative”
parties exceeded half of the total number of candidates. 2. People’s perceptions of warlords were divided: old
warlords lost support and new warlords received greater recognition. 3. The individuals selected in the cultural
and educational circle were almost all promoters of New Culture and modern education, corresponding to
changes in the political and military fields. Beijing News Supplement had a political inclination toward the
south. It might not have been neutral, and the sampling method was not random. Thus, the survey data may not
accurately reflect the views of the broader population. However, comparison with the results of other polls and
the literature of the same period reveals that the poll results are relatively credible, indicating that before the
Northern Expedition, there was a fundamental change in Chinese public opinion, which favored the National
Revolution promoted by the Kuomintang.
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