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Life, Affection, and Self-Cultivation
—— The “Confucian Moment” in Mou Zongsan’s Moral
Metaphysics

Chengye ZHANG

Abstract: This paper examines Mou Zongsan’s moral metaphysics by distinguishing its “Kantian moment”
(analytical procedure) from its “Confucian moment” (embodied fusion). Through Confucian life wisdom, Mou
constructs a moral reason framework integrating exemplary personality, moral feeling, cosmic consciousness,
and the life-world. His critique of Kant’s analytical method reveals a methodological rupture, and he advocates
“embodied fusion” as an alternative. Using Confucian ren (“humanity”) as a paradigm, he redefines moral
reason through three dimensions: seriousness, cosmic significance, and manifestation. The current paper further
dissects three elements of moral reason: (1) moral reason as life-learning, rooted in sage-king exemplars and
expanded via self-affecting moral feeling into a shared spiritual realm; (2) moral reason as dynamic capacity
to transcend boundaries and illuminate existence through intermediary realms; and (3) imoral reason as
spontaneous actualization in the life-world, resonating with daily rhythms to generate diverse living modes.
Ultimately, Mou’s synthesis forms an organic life-system where metaphysical principles manifest as lived
concrete praxis.
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Mgy, WA T “RLDHIERIER” B R SRR, Pk, HEAa A EIEEEEGRM, HEH
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ZJB. BIE= MR EATERIE” AN, AR B B AR dy A S S T e AU
B NN AR R B R TR R A “IRAMAYATEIAE R, AR AR dy EREERRT, MM
SR A fr . (MM AYIEE, — BRI SCANH IR, — 5 AR I T AR B
ey R, BRI AR M R SCAR A A, IRt SR, 7 ©

H B ST i R B 28 ) T A (R A e BRI SRRV A 00 T R B AR A . AR
(1) B v BB BT Y R R B AR T B 2Rk, BRI EMEN A A T . V8T H Rk
ATA R AMESE A S, HEE £ RS LT AN BB O AR T B Bl 2. B4Ry
ARAU TR AR A BOMES:, T AR IR T AR i O VE I M B BT Sy i ), R AERmBE
f£4E”  (being-in-the-danger) HJ ANABEMLHIIAZE, MEMRCRIAETHE . . BAEPANE “FHEM
R ORYAEAT A EERE B AR AR Ay RS R AT E R, EREE AW T
BB N AEREENE A R R E e o AR = AEBE T, AanSiRiin . fERM PRk
ECER Ry, RIBBEMAOE, SR, EANARIE  © UAE T B RBRAER R,
GEAER O, WEENR CEa ) REVIRAER. T ORISR T R E i
17 18— TRE R AE S s .

FIRE, A5 “BOBCHER” |, A EE—EEL “WOBCHET” © “PESUELE
Bru R A IR B R A AR dy, R ER A BOHCH A, PrUAEME. ks Esle  Ua7ER
ONERAM [ T A A R et B © e B A P AR S Bt B M I A A 1 v TR
RS RMEBR, SRR R AR A PEIERT R ARAR , R R AR SRR A iEs” ©
R BT TRMRE A, N FLBE . IRFE MR, AR 3E. AR B il A, 5 HROuE
SO TR, W TSR, (BRI A TR L AT TR, R R P A B
B, PROCE, B A BRI Ay bolk. B TAL T, BEUHEAE, IS R R EE LR
BB ARMENE. A7 THHRE, RARUM, FEERAANSRRIERN 2.
WOEBSE WA, O CEEZ , ERERMAT NS, "

CEEY B GRS GRED DU GRRE» [ CRHE> R BTA B A B SR R
FAYAE . PEIEE A UM AU RR T B A A rh AR B H AR MG, A R0
M5 1) o BRI ERGARE, B Se i i AR B BB i SE 0, B SCBR Py (A v AT HUR 56

CNTCGERESR |, «RIESEAEARY (G528 , H30H.

CONSCREE S, «CRETEASEY (55 2sfl) |, H31H.

HEMITR B RIS, A= «itEd | «RE=0ead (8Bt |, $1—15H.
CANTCHERI By | «RETSeAedEy (4 28fi) , H81H.
CPETFEEEY | «RESSAded (st , HeH.

CREIEA LR | «REZAESEY (B 29f) |, $45H,
DOCRETRAERMEY (L), «BESeEesy  (BB2sf) , 579,

b 3 S S o 3
B

RN

SICICICIOIONC)
8

B
Pl
[1]

156



ARFESE ¢ R BB TR— AR BB BB AL R
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BEEMARE. 7 YER A2 LA S AR, EREEA K
JNEITE”  (spiritual exemplarity) HYSEKHRGT ST, RS A MEME AR “HO83”  (embodied
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P N B = 2. 2R 0% =
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l'exemplarité a I'exemple » 7, Extréme-Orient Extreme-Occident, 19(1997): 73-90.

@ FE=: OOHBEEMERY (—) , «BRESbaety  (Bs) , 223H.

® AE= LRI (), «BEEeS (Fsih , $223H.
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Wz, B GRs> Frsly AR 2K, IR&E T OEAZAZ L. ” YREZL
CEETINET AAEEE WOR. RRRRC, S A A B o 2 B B ) PR o 2 A B S Y
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(Francis Hutcheson) i FHPMES:, At b &8 Bl i vp R #2 LR A 5y =, (BUE BE 7R
EEE S (35) WEREEGEY), 5 LIRREE st ) BUHI FIEE”  (epistemological
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THIRRRE I 2 2R o = AR AT P2 51 R T B 3BH1 T T B BT RE B i e, 400 PR O
AR J3 I R AR AT R A TE R R, (B R AT U R &

HEER =28 AR AT s e, BEAERRERBUA RS, JRIERRAET T E
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MEERES . FFERL, HOERTFEERENS ‘A" WHEEAE “AFRIET B, mEfsH A
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W, HCER RO A, 7 O R MEAR AL T SO . R, AL TR TR SR
MATE Ry« CEUEFSHN, R ORBRGU THBEEAE M RE: O MRz, 7R
BARE , BRIl AHEL S, RESRERTIERA) . ATEEAE, HOORBRUR O MEE,
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BT AN MEE B . B TEIIRMMNEITAE, BEE O EREE N T
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HEAE T A B B B i A RIS PR VR, RISk AR A BEAR YR 28 b B e i H
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