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Cognition and Coping: The Late Ming Dynasty’s
Perception of Britain and Its Strategic Approach Toward
the British

Naiming PANG

Abstract: Britain was the fourth European nation to establish direct contact with Ming Dynasty China
following the opening of the New Route. In the latter part of the Wanli (# &) Period, the Governor and
Company of Merchants of London Trading into the East Indies initiated trade relations with Chinese merchants
navigating to Southeast Asia and Japan. During the 48th year of the Emperor Wanli’s reign, the British
merchant vessel Unicorn was grounded and subsequently sank near Yangjiang (f577L) in Guangdong (J#%
). The crew that survived and reached the shore became the first Britons to step onto Chinese soil, and the
recovery of over thirty British cannons from the wreck marked the largest acquisition of European artillery by
the late Ming Dynasty. Following this incident, British merchant ships made two additional visits to Macau and
Guangzhou in the 8th and 10th years of the Emperor Chongzhen’s (%2##) reign, which led to direct interactions
with Chinese officials and civilians. The formation of the late Ming Dynasty Chinese perception of Britain was
shaped by both domestic and international channels. Leveraging this understanding, late Ming Dynasty China
slowly developed a diplomatic strategy toward Britain. This strategy encompassed the use of military might
to intercept and surround unauthorized British vessels, the restitution of goods and the imposition of trade
bans on deceitful British merchants, and the application of pressure on Macanese authorities to take custody
of the detained British merchants and encourage British nationals in Guangdong (%) to depart. Eventually,
the British fleet was convinced to depart from China. As a pivotal element in the late Ming’s defense against
the Hongyi (L), the Ming Dynasty’s perception of Britain and its strategic approach toward her were
considerably shaped by Sino-Dutch and Sino-Portuguese relations, and showcased certain advancements
and innovations. However, the excessively defensive and blockading, coupled with an overreliance on the
Portuguese, underscored the passive and conservative aspects of Ming Dynasty diplomacy toward Britain.

Keywords: Perception of Britain, Strategy towards Britain, Hongyi, Chongzhen Period, Ming Dynasty
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and sons Ltd., 1909), Hosea Ballou Morse, The Chronicles of the East India Company Trading to Chzna 1635~1834, v.1. (Oxford:
the Clarendon Press,Cambridge: The Harvard University Press,1926) Zfcf, Mo HIAESE —5 . 28 5 P i - 4e i 0 0
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Ty 2348 dbal: RIHEIEAE, 20044F, 55421—444E) |, Nicholas D. Jackson, The First British Trade Expedition to China:
Captain Weddell and the Courteen Fleet in Asia and Late Ming Canton. (Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press, 2022), #JLLH,
PR = SURKEI 5 B R 2 2 5 | B 1) R 05l 58 . HoAth A Austin Coates, Macao and the British, 1637-1842: Prelude to Hong
Kong (Hong Kong: Oxford University Press (China) Ltd 1988), Rogério Miguel Puga, The British Presence in Macau, 1635—1793.

(Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press, 2013) - ﬁﬂ\ COEBI AR ENEE A RIEAMY (BN BRI, 20104F)
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o VHEIZEMVGN - (875 (Francis Drake) 2/ 7 ASERE S EA9SS I RBRERIUT, — S AEHE
TR T ERT R 7o 16004F12H , HE{HEIE /A 7] (The Governor and Company of Merchants of
London Trading into the East-Indies) {37, WA FAREESE T E O EEEME, WeAE %
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HA A A B ) S el L 5 B o

AR v B, S B 1) P S T DA 93 2 A/ il B B PN 2 S o0 o 8 3 Ml
B, RMBETELGZ —. 15794, EHERE NS (the Maluco Islands) HIFEARSS 5
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RSB R RERAT. ©16004F, & MHH MG /K BMAE - ML (John Davis) 5%,
R M ARSI A (Achin) , “AFFZREFEESITEIN, T—EHZ B E %
7 o CHREBEAT A, SEIRMNENTM, EREENEST (Bantam) B, JLK4E
(Patani) ZHig Sy e, ©ar BLARKLAY b AEFTRE 5o — (45 MU HEHE - MATO4ERE (Thomas
Hackwell) (RIS, fE16204ERTEIHENE (Jacatra) , A —LEEEME GBI, M
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& RS ArefE H A 4 Ak EosE /AL IR o % T AT B 1 B SR, PP
TR FIAE FAEREA - F 50T (Richard Cocks) AR E AR, Bl H Ry, HEE4 HEH
HHEF (Whaw 5 Whow) o HIFE16154F7H , Rl bEfAc 2 B 353280/ \FA iy, 1F5

© RERA:  ChEMER TR, CRERTITY 19585, 5829, 31, 32

(@ James Bromley Eames, The English in China: Being an Account of the Intercourse and Relations between England and China from the
Year 1600 to the Year 1843 and a Summary of Later Developments,pp.8-9. [J]B 13, «HENE A TIHHEE BHES (1635—
18344F) » H1%, WIRHERE, He—8H.

® %’U%Jﬁé\ RS P SERAR RS (ATTI3MA —17604F) » W1, BER: PR RHEBE AL, 19894,
SESSH

(@ Samuel Purchas, Hakluytus Posthumus, or, Purchas his Pilgrimes: contayning a history of the world in sea voyages and lande travells
by Englishmen and others, Glasgow: James MacLehose and Sons, 1905-1907. v.2, p.306.

® [F)BL, CREEATHTEZEBHET (1635—18344F) » 1%, MR, H7—8H.

(6 Samuel Purchas, Hakluytus Posthumus, or, Purchas his Pilgrimes: contayning a history of the world in sea voyages and lande travells
by Englishmen and others, v.5, p.164.

(@ Annotated and Edited by Bolton Corney, M. R. S. L., The Voyage of Sir Henry Middleton to Bantam and the Maluco islandsin 1604-6,
London: the Hakluyt Society, 1856, pp.71-78.

Samuel Purchas, Hakluytus Posthumus, or, Purchas his Pilgrimes: contayning a history of the world in sea voyages and lande travells
by Englishmen and others, v.3, pp.330-331, v.4, p.143.

(© Sir Ernest Mason Satow eds., The Voyage of Captain John Saris to Japan, 1613, London: the Hakluyt Society, 1900, p.88.
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GRERK, SHEFIEJEHR (Manila) R BKE , BOEPHEF NBEH R ANE 5. “HEE S
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(O Edward Maunde Thompson eds., Diary of Richard Cocks Cape-Merchant in the English Factory in Japan, 1615-1622, London: the
Hakluyt Society, 1883,v.1, p.20,23,25.

(2 Edward Maunde Thompson eds., Diary of Richard Cocks Cape-Merchant in the English Factory in Japan, 1615-1622, v.1, p.60.

® Edward Maunde Thompson eds., Diary of Richard Cocks Cape-Merchant in the English Factory in Japan, 1615-1622, v.1, pp.223-
224.

@ Edward Maunde Thompson eds., Diary of Richard Cocks Cape-Merchant in the English Factory in Japan, 1615-1622, v.2, p.21.

(B Edward Maunde Thompson eds., Diary of Richard Cocks Cape-Merchant in the English Factory in Japan, 1615-1622,V. 2, p.17,
v.1,p.101.

® Edward Maunde Thompson eds., Diary of Richard Cocks Cape-Merchant in the English Factory in Japan, 1615-1622,V. 2, pp.42-43

@ TEAMREE:  ARAEREmEDY | 22t BHCHITESEAT, 20004, H2H TR,

W. Foster, The English Factories in India, 1618-1621, Oxford: at the Clarendon Press, 1906, p.266.

© W. Foster, The English Factories in India, 1634-1636, Oxford: at the Clarendon Press, 1911, pp.227-230.
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(@D Richard Carnac Temple eds., The Travels of Peter Mundy, Vol. 111, Travels in England, India, China, etc. 1634-1638, Part I, Travels in
England, Western India, Achin, Macao, and the Canton River, 1634-1637, London: the Hakluyt Society, 1919, p.20, 23, 44.

(2 Richard Carnac Temple eds.,The Travels of Peter Mundy, p.69, 158.

(3@ Richard Carnac Temple eds.,The Travels of Peter Mundy, p.171.

@ Richard Carnac Temple eds., The Travels of Peter Mundy. p.174.

(® Richard Carnac Temple eds., The Travels of Peter Mundy. p.183.

® Richard Carnac Temple eds., The Travels of Peter Mundy. pp.184-185.

(@ Richard Carnac Temple eds., The Travels of Peter Mundy. p.198, 200.

Richard Carnac Temple eds., The Travels of Peter Mundy. p.207.

© Richard Carnac Temple eds., The Travels of Peter Mundy. p.208, 209.

CIEEREL CRAE FW R EREDED B, IR S S IR < IE SR O, b RS ENE,
19364F, 4A87A%, 5751 Ha.

@D Richard Carnac Temple eds., The Travels of Peter Mundy. p.216.

@ [FEL, CREEARBIERSHMELR (1635—18344F) » H15, WEHESE, H22H.

® [EE+L, COREEAFRHIER ZmES (1635—18344F) » $14, FEHEE, $23H.

Richard Carnac Temple eds., The Travels of Peter Mundy. p.228.
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