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A Review of Studies on Zhang Taiyan in Japan

Takeshi KOBAYASHI  Translated by Teng HU

Abstract: The author has long been engaged in the study of Zhang Taiyan’s thought. Recently, the Chinese
translation of the author’s book Research on Modern Chinese Thought was published and included in the
Series on Zhang Studies. This paper reviews the trajectory of Japanese research on Zhang Taiyan and briefly
introduces the author’s own research in this context. The first section discusses the relationship between
Chinese studies and research on Zhang Taiyan in Japan and the differences between the two. Historically,
Japan has defined its cultural identity by differentiating itself from China, and this perception of China has
evolved over time. Japan’s view of China experienced a significant shift after the Meiji Restoration (1868)
and underwent even greater changes after World War II (1945-). These shifts reflect the academic burden that
Chinese studies have imposed. Notably, because Zhang Taiyan once lived in Japan, Japanese scholars began
paying attention to his scholarship and thought relatively early on. However, serious research into his ideas
only emerged after Japan’s surrender in World War II. The second section outlines the development of Japanese
research on Zhang Taiyan and identifies the key issues that shaped research into his work during different
periods.

Keywords: Zhang Taiyan, cultural identity, differentiation from China, Datsu-A Nyu-O (Leave Asia, Enter
Europe) policy, academic burden of Chinese studies, models of thought

Author: Takeshi KOBAYASHI, born in 1947, is an honorary professor at Kyoto Sangyo University in Japan.
His research focuses on the history of Chinese thought. His works include Chiigoku kindai shisd kenkyii
[Research on Modern Chinese Thought] (Kyoto: Hoyt Shoten, 2019), Zhang Taiyan yu Mingzhi Sichao [Zhang
Taiyan and Meiji Thought] (Shanghai: Shanghai People’s Press, 2018), Shinmitsu kori shiso to Nihon [Late
Qing Utilitarian Thought and Japan] (co-authored, Tokyo: Kenbun Publishing, 2011), Sho Heirin to Meiji
shichd — mé hitotsu no kindai [Sho Heirin and Meiji Thought: Another Kind of Modernity] (Tokyo: Kenbun
Publishing, 2006), and Kindai Chiigoku no shisakusha-tachi [Thinkers of Modern China] (co-authored, Tokyo:
Taishukan Shoten, 1988).
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