SOUTH CHINA QUARTERLY: JOURNAL OF UNIVERSITY OF MACAU Area Studies

Vol.15, No.2 (May 2025)

Subversion and Reconstruction of Geographical
Boundaries: New Regional Interpretations from the
“Afro-Asian Arch” and Hollowing-Out Perspectives
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Abstract: Under globalization, regional concepts and boundaries are continuously reshaped, and traditional
nation-state-based geographical definitions are gradually being replaced by more fluid and multidimensional
spatial perspectives. However, the dominance of Western discourse in shaping regional concepts and
knowledge production remains significant, which greatly limits the imagination of other geographical spaces.
This paper explores the “hollowing-out” concept as both a theoretical and practical approach, emphasizing
the importance of removing or breaking through traditional physical and theoretical boundaries to explore
new regional concepts. The paper first critiques the influence of Western discourse on regional concepts and
discusses how the hollowing-out perspective can challenge these established ideas. It then focuses on the Afro-
Asian Arch region, analyzing the historical connections and non-Western traits of Southeast Asia, Africa, and
the Mediterranean as key to understanding the region’s commonalities. The hollowing-out approach enables
a better grasp of the unique dynamics of globalization in the non-Western world and provides a practical
model for new strategies in a globally diverse cultural environment. This method broadens the scope of
regional studies, offering fresh theoretical support and practical guidance for research on regional relations in a
globalized context.
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