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Re-examining Spring Comes to the Lake and Rustic Hut
and Level Grove:
Wu Li’s Forgotten Connections with Macau and Western
Painting

Jun LI

Abstract: The painting Rustic Hut and Level Grove, executed in an apparently Western style and with an
ambiguous Chinese inscription on the back, is a work by the Jesuit Matteo Ricci. Although opinions differ,
the dominant position is that the painting should be placed in the cultural context of the late Ming period at
the turn of the 17th century. Spring Comes to the Lake is an ink and color painting by Wu Li, one of the Six
Masters of the Early Qing dynasty, in the autumn of the 15th year of the Kangxi era (1676). In this work, Wu
Li imaginatively uses the magnificent scenery of the lake and sky of early spring in Jiangnan and clear and
cheerful brushwork to express his gratitude to the Jesuit Franciscus Rougemont. No previous studies have
discussed these two paintings together. This article adopts a tripartite investigation method, allowing the visual
images, written documents, and extant architectural remnants to mutually verify each other. An unprecedented
exploration and interpretation of relevant materials reveals some forgotten connections between Wu Li, Macau,
and Western painting. Focusing on the implications, authorship, and chronology of the two paintings, the
article puts forward a new view of the relationship between the two pieces.
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