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In May, the IAS successfully organized two events encompassing diverse disciplines such as law and
history. Distinguished scholars were invited to share their latest academic perspectives, and these events

received a warm reception with high attendance.

Event Summary
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Date: 10 May, 2024

Organizers: IAS and FLL

Speaker: Kun FAN, Professor, University of New South Wales

Moderator: Xingzhong YU, Director of IAS, Chair Professor of the Faculty of Law

A joint lecture organized by the Institute of
Advanced Studies in Humanities and Social
Sciences (IAS) and the Faculty of Law (FLL)
was successfully held on May 10, 2024. The
lecture was titled “Arbitration Across Human
Faculties and Human Societies: A Three-Di-
mensional Epistemological Analysis”. The
lecture received broader attention and en-
thusiastic participation from a diverse audi-
ence comprising students and faculty mem-

bers who actively engaged in the discussion.
Professor Kun FAN

During the lecture, Professor Fan highlighted the importance of the research background. She first intro-
duced the origin and development of “arbitration”. While traditional scholars’ discussion of arbitration
always centers on legal procedures and institutions, Prof. Fan believes that it is equally important to
consider the broader cultural, social, and historical dimensions. She pointed out that the legal tradition
of Western societies has provided a philosophical foundation for arbitration, allowing it to develop into
a form of settlement based on common rationality and objective rules. However, if we look at a country
like China, it is difficult to find the concept of “arbitration” in its history. Professor Fan then presented
a more inclusive theoretical framework, distinguishing between Western and Chinese interpretations of
“arbitration”, with the Western side emphasizing rationality and the Chinese side focusing on harmony.

Professor Fan also discussed the difference between legal and moral civil order, the status and importance



of arbitrators in arbitration, and the practical value of this theoretical framework. Finally, Professor Fan
concluded that China is actively participating in dispute resolution reforms, and that the combination of
mediation and arbitration is becoming more and more accepted around the world, and that the future of

arbitration will be a globalized process, in which global norms will embrace local traditions.

In the discussion session, the professors discussed issues such as “whether glocalization is a cultural
competition”, “the real use cases of the three-dimensional epistemological framework and the impact on
China’s arbitration mechanism”. Professor Fan argued that arbitration is an arbitration of the parties and
that user expectations should be taken into account in the arbitration process. The inclusion of arbitrators
from different cultural backgrounds has led to an inclusiveness of some disagreements. Professor Yu, on
the other hand, used a photo he once saw to explain the current state of law in China today, with feudal el-
ements as well as modern and post-modern elements, which is ultimately a kind of fusion. Professor Fan

also agreed that arbitration reflects some Chinese traditions in the context of prevailing globalization.

The lecture attracted students and faculty members from different fields and backgrounds, and the audi-

ence demonstrated a high level of interest and engagement.
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Date: 10 May, 2024

Speaker: Billy Kee Long SO, Fellow of Hong Kong Institute for the Humanities and Social Sciences,
Visiting Fellow of HKU Law School

Discussants: Xingzhong YU, Director of IAS, Chair Professor of the Faculty of Law;

Xiaobo ZHALI, Assistant Dean and Associate Professor of the Faculty of Law

Moderator: Io Cheng TONG, Dean of the Faculty of Law

The 2024 IAS Lecture on Frontiers in Humanities — a book sharing entitled “Law Without Heav-
en: Darwinian Constitutionalism from Katd Hiroyuki and Justice Oliver Holmes to John C. H.
Wu,” was successfully held by the Institute of Advanced Studies in Humanities and Social Sciences
(IAS) on May 10th. The lecture received broader attention and enthusiastic participation from a di-

verse audience comprising students and faculty members who actively engaged in the discussion.

Law Without Heaven, a book co-authored by Professor K.L. So and Professor Sufumi So, takes a profound

look at what law, society and human nature are: concepts that deeply shapes the humanity. Balancing re-



spect and empathy in the clash between the
desire for conquest and superiority, is not
only a conflict between Social Darwinism
and humanism but also the key to reshape
human society. Professor So highlighted the
dangers of Social Darwinism, such as eugen-
ics and fascism, which have had far-reach-

ing negative impacts on human society.

Professor So then drew further on the ide-
as of three constitutional law scholars — Hi-
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to explore how the jurists of the time balanced the relationship between heaven, law, and society to find
their own equilibrium. Hiroyuki Kato linked the concept of heaven to the gift of the Emperor, which was
closely related to the historical background of Japanese society at that time. He believed that science had
nothing to do with ethics, thus denying the gift of human rights, but at the same time, he firmly believed
in the sanctity of the Emperor, a contradiction that embodies Japan’s unique mode of thought of “West-
ern learning for the use, and Japanese thought for the main purpose”. Holmes’s view is more direct. He
believes that law is directly related to the structure of social power, which determines everything, and
that there is no such thing as natural human rights; human rights are entirely determined by social power,
and the nature of law does not lie in logic, but in the accumulation of experience. John C. H., Wu, as a
representative of Jungle Constitutionalism, also has his contradictory side: he has a great respect for the
traditional Chinese law, believing that China is the first to put forward the concept of fairness and jus-
tice. But he has not very much appreciation of the traditional culture, and he also had a lot of criticism

towards Confucianism. He is a great admirer of Holmes’s ideas and is eager to promote them in China.

During the discussion, the professors shared numerous insightful comments and analysis of the book
from multiple perspectives, including jurisprudence and legal history studies. The lecture attracted stu-
dents and faculties from different fields to participate, fostering a robust atmosphere of academic dis-
course. IAS will continue to follow the latest research trends and organize more high-quality academic

activities to promote the exchange of knowledge and the collision of ideas in the future.

Professor SO A group photo A photo of Professor SO and readers



Upcoming Event

Conference on the theme “Temple, Trade and Urban Life in the
Greater Bay Area, China”

Date: 26 - 27 June, 2024
Venue: Seminar Room, IAS, Cultural Building (E34 - 3011)
Language: Chinese

Organizer: IAS, UM
Co-organizer: Research Programme for Lingnan Culture, Institute of Chinese

Studies, CUHK

Contact Us

Tel B/HE - WeChat Official Account
+853 8822 4265 WS AR -

Fax {5 :
+853 8822 2387

Email I :

ias.enquiry@um.edu.mo
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IAS, 3rd Floor of Cultural Building(E34),
University of Macau, Avenida da Universidade, Taipa, Macau S.A.R.
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