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The Rediscovery of Mozi in Early Modern East Asia

Xiachen DI

Abstract: Mohism (the study of Mozi) once declined and almost became extinct in China. However, as
early as the 18th century, Mozi became a source of ideas for Wang Zhong, Hong Daeyong and other East
Asian scholars who were re-examining the relationship between Confucianism and Mozism. Since the 19th
century, Mohism has gained momentum in East Asian academia. Chinese and foreign scholars have become
closely connected and interacted effectively through Mozi, forming a community for Mohism. Mozi has been
portrayed as a sage with a modern scientific spirit and viewed as a thinker who bridges the East and the West,
as well as the ancient and the modern. With the promotion of the Wen xue fu gu (Literary Revival) plan of the
Guo Cui Pai (the Chinese nationalist school of thought) in the late Qing dynasty, which was characterised by
revival of the study of various philosophers, Mohism was extended to the field of literature. The literary value
of Mohism, which advocates the plain and rational, entered the discourse on literary history. In the world of
fiction, Lu Xun has participated in the discussion of Mohism in the modern era in the form of “new stories”,
bringing Mozi into the public eye as a protagonist of literature.
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