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Abstract: In examining the history of Chinese-South Korean relations, this article contends that various factors
changed China’s perception and policy about South Korea and led to Beijing’s sudden decision to establish
diplomatic relationship with Seoul. Reform and opening changed China’s view of the world and understanding
of foreign relations, establishing the premises for all readjustments to follow. China strived to grow production
rapidly by joining the international system, end the predicament of international isolation, and create a
new order of international economic and political relations in the post-Cold War world. Hindered by North
Korea’s concerns and objections, China’s shift to a “Two Koreas” policy needed to follow reconciliation and
mutual recognitions between the two Koreas. Beijing saw the Roh Tae-woo administration as a rare historical
opportunity for achieving normalization of Chinese-South Korean relations.
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