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Gazetteers as Credible History: A Summary of the
Compilation Experience of Macao Gazetteer Series: Book
of Geography

Agnes LAM

Abstract: The Macao Gazetteer, coordinated by the University of Macau, is the first comprehensive regional
gazetteer documenting Macao’s historical evolution and development. Its first volume, Macao Gazetteer: Book
of Geography was officially released in October 2024. Compiled with reference to mainland China’s gazetteer
practices and the State Council’s Regulations on Local Gazetteer Work, the project addresses Macao’s unique
historical and social context. Key challenges included the predominance of early official records in Portuguese
because of Macao’s colonial past and the absence of a systematic gazetteer tradition. To overcome these issues,
the team conducted extensive document reviews, established rigorous editorial and translation standards and
implemented field investigations and cross-verification mechanisms. The Book of Geography systematically
records Macao’s administrative divisions, natural environment, population, urban planning, architecture,
transportation and public services. Upholding the principle of ‘gazetteers as reliable historical records’, it aims
to preserve history, inform governance and educate future generations.
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