SOUTH CHINA QUARTERLY: JOURNAL OF UNIVERSITY OF MACAU Studies of Literature
Vol.14, No.4 (Dec 2024) , 663-675 in Chinese

Bittersweet Illusion: The Garden World of Wang Shizhen

Zhao Houjun

Abstract: Wang Shizhen is a builder, visitor, and writer of the garden who presents diversified orientations. In
the middle of the Ming Dynasty, the gardening trend of the heyday and the preference of his uncle for garden
sound and color had a direct impact on Wang, which made him dabble in gardening to be magnificent, although
he went through family hardship. This magnificent garden provided an important activity space for the leisure
life of Wang Shizhen. He banqueted and composed in the garden, indulged in socializing, and even opened
the garden to the public, which gained him great fame for literary and garden. When the rabble dispersed and
prosperity fell away, the rise of gossip made him depressed and remorseful. While savoring the bittersweet
garden, Wang must also need to face the vicissitude of the garden. By visiting various famous gardens
and collecting extensive garden literature, he witnessed many gardens change ownership and destruction,
inevitably mourning for garden disillusionment. His solution was to make the gardens eternal through paintings
and poems. Yanshan Garden declined soon after the death of Wang, but the richness of literary writing has
revitalized it in contemporary times.
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