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Diplomatic Negotiations and the Japanese Factor in the
Establishment of Chinese Settlements in Korea in the
Late Qing Dynasty

Yifei WANG

Abstract: In the late Qing Dynasty, the Chinese settlements in Korea were a means for China to protect
Chinese merchants. They were different from the concessions established by the Great Powers in China.
China took the initiative to look after the interests of Korea in its negotiation of the charter of settlements, the
locations of settlements, the land price, and the land tax and made concessions. This was not only a sign of
protection of small states (zixiao) but also an indication that the two sides were negotiating with a relatively
equal status. The establishment of the Chinese settlements was fueled by Sino-Japanese rivalry in Korea. The
Japanese threatened the safety and activities of the Chinese merchants. However, the different procedures used
in signing charters for the three Chinese settlements of Inchon, Pusan, and Wonsan in Korea meant that they
differed in validity in international law, which illustrated the transitional nature of the relationship between the
two countries and laid the foundation for later renegotiations between China and Japan.
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