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The Korean Confucianist Yi Chinsang’s Theory of
“Heart-Mind is Principle” and His Notion of “the Four
Buddings and the Seven Feelings”

Ming-huei LEE

Abstract: The Korean Confucianist Yi Chinsang, following Yi Toegye, argues that principle (/i) is active, and
further proposes a theory of “heart-mind is principle” (xin ji li). This theory, however, is different from Lu
Jiuyuan’s or Wang Yangming’s theory of “heart-mind is principle”. On the issue of “four buddings and seven
feelings”, Yi Chinsang opposes Yi Yulgok’s thesis that “only material force (gi) issues and principle (/i) directs
it” and argues that both four buddings and seven feelings are “issuances of principle”. Yi Chinsang believes
that his theory is consistent with Yi Toegye’s theory of “the mutual issuance of principle and material force”,
but from a different hermeneutic perspective. Yet he has also tried to explain the subtle differences between
four buddings and seven feelings: the issuances of four buddings are running via “vertical gi”’; the issuances of
seven feelings are running via “horizontal gi”. Finally, Zhu Xi’s notion of “the issuances of four buddings can
be inappropriate” was opposed by Yi Toegye; Yi Chinsang, however, agrees to this notion, but he views the
inappropriateness of four buddings as “small excess or insufficiency of goodness” rather than “vice”.
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Author: Ming-huei LEE, PhD in philosophy from the University of Bonn, Germany, has taught in the
Department of Philosophy at National Taiwan University, and then in the Department of Philosophy at
Chinese Culture University, before working at the Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy, Academia
Sinica, since 1991. After his retirement in 2023, he is currently an adjunct research fellow at the Institute
of Chinese Literature and Philosophy. His research fits into two main areas: one is Kant’s philosophy and
its development, and the other is Confucianism. His main works include Dangdai Ruxue zhi Ziwozhuanhua
[The Self-Transformation of Contemporary Confucianism, Taipei: Institute of Chinese Literature and
Philosophy, Academia Sinica, 1994], Siduan yu Qiging: Guanyu Daodeqinggan de Bijiaozhexue Tantao
[The Four Buddings and the Seven Feelings: A Comparative Philosophical Investigation of Moral Feelings,
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and Global Significance, Honolulu: University of Hawai’i Press, 2017.
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