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“Zhongzhou Confucian Literati” and the Orthodoxy of
Shu Han at the Time of the Jin and Yuan Dynasties

Mei JIANG

Abstract: From Emperor Zhangzong of Jin to the beginning of Yuan Dynasty, the northern Confucian elites
strongly advocated the Orthodoxy of Shu Han held by the Neo-Confucianists of the Song Dynasties, so as to
elaborate the “argument of the King and hegemony”. On the one hand, they appropriated the righteousness of
Orthodoxy of Shu Han, breaking down the debates about Hua (%) and Yi (%) , and advancing Jin and
Yuan into the orthodoxy; on the other hand, they all emphasized Liu Bei's virtue as a saint, denounced the wars
of conquest in the name of “great unification” as “forceful conquests” in history, and exhorted the rulers of the
northern tribes to sincerely abide by the principle of benevolence, and people-oriented politics and religion
of the Central Plains, give up narrow-minded tribalism by the “heart of a common world”, and put Confucian
scholars in important positions. During the period of the Great Mongolian State, the “Zhongzhou (H1/1])
Adherents” established themselves as the “Way of the King (Li#)” and the “Ways with Words (3i3¢)”, and
formed a cultural subjective consciousness that the survival of “China” was tied to them. What they expressed
through the Orthodoxy of Shu Han was their grand wish of entrusting Kublai’s regime to rebuild “China” and
realize the blueprint of “One World”. Through the “Zhongzhou Scholars” and their view of “China” at the time
of the Jin and Yuan Dynasties, we may understand how the history of the so-called “conquering dynasties” was
transformed into a continuous link of Chinese civilization, we may touch upon some of the inherent historical
potentialities that led to the unification of China after centuries of confrontation between the North and the
South.
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