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On Shenzi’s Legal Thought and Its Dilemma

Qingping KONG

Abstract: Shenzi is often regarded as a figure between Daoism and legalism, and the essence of Shenzi's
thought is its unique Dao. He regards Dao as the holistic construction of all things in the world, during which
all things have their unique value of existence, but their unique value lies in the common construction of the
holistic order. Therefore, his Dao itself is public. Therefore, the establishment of the order of the world should
be based on the law to establish justice, maintain the public nature of the order of the world, transcend the
private interests of anyone, and follow the actions of everyone. The authority of the state, on the other hand,
lies in the combination of the masses, and does not have to look forward to an outstanding monarch. The
monarch, the minister, and the people are all divided into individuals, each in his own position, and each in
his own way. However, Shenzi realized that the monarch had the impulse to destroy the rule of law for his
own sake, so he warned the monarch to "abandon knowledge and abandon himself" and replace the Confucian
positive monarch with the negative monarch to maintain the certainty of law. However, in his public order
system, the monarch was ultimately required to control the legislation, and there was no better way to maintain
the public nature of the world than to warn the monarch that if he followed his own selfish interests, he would
eventually lose his power and lead to the death of the country. The public order established on the basis of Dao
was in a dilemma and became a virtual hanging when it could not ensure the private interests of the monarch.
However, Shenzi ultimately contributed to the unique idea of why the order of the world is public.
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