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From Jiangnan to the Entire Realm:
A Temporal and Spatial Examination of the Changes in
the Song and Yuan Dynasties

Ruilai WANG

Abstract: The societal transformation from the Southern Song to the Yuan dynasty, unlike the Tang-Song
transition towards the early modern era, marks a significant shift guiding traditional China towards modernity.
Founded in Jiangnan, the Southern Song integrated political, economic, and cultural cores, fostering a thriving
market economy and strong regional societies, while also accelerating the diversification of career choices
among intellectuals. On this foundation, dynastic changes ensued. Conquests, largely bloodless, preserved the
millennia-old economic structure and productivity of Jiangnan, allowing it to flourish further under unified
governance. The fusion of Jiangnan's culture with northern influences gave rise to novel elements within
Chinese culture. The social transformation from the Song to the Yuan dynasty unfolded comprehensively,
laying the groundwork for modern Chinese society. The Yuan dynasty, often overlooked intentionally or
unintentionally by academia, represents a pivotal period in Chinese history deserving special attention.
Examining the specific historical context from the Southern Song to the Yuan dynasty provides insights into
China's trajectory towards modernity.

Keywords: Southern Song, Jiangnan, Yuan dynasty, Scholar-officials, Local gentry, Song-Yuan societal
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