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Revisions and Dilemma of the Wildlife Protection Law of
the PRC: Retrospective and Comparative Studies of a
Legal Text

Zhiping LIANG

Abstract: Following the first revision in 2016, the second revision of the Wildlife Protection Law of the
People’s Republic of China was launched in 2020 and eventually adopted on December 30, 2022. By tracing
back to the source and dynamics of the revision and comparing the texts of the law in 2016, the law in 2022
and its previous drafts, the author tries to understand the law revision event in its social and political context,
so as to identify the old and new, the advance and retreat of the law, and further improve the understanding
of the nature, function and limits of the law. The author suggests that as an urgent legal event triggered by an
emergency public health crisis, this round of law revision is not only a response to the passionate emotions of
the public at that time, but also the result of political decision in a specific situation. However, with the passage
of time and the change of the situation in the process of the revision of the law, the motivation for initially
starting the revision of the law gradually weakened. As a result, the law adopted did not change the old system
of exploiting wildlife resource; on the contrary, by lowering the threshold for commercial use of wild animals,
expanding the resource pool for converting wild animals into “special livestock and poultry” and establishing
a new list of wild animals bred in captivity, it actually strengthens the fundamental policy of limited protection
and full utilization of wild animals that has been implemented. At the same time, the newly formulated judicial
interpretation has significantly raised the standard for convicting and sentencing the kinds of conduct involved
in wild animal hunting or killing while establishing the principle of being lenient and even decriminalization
of crimes involving artificial breeding wild animals, and thus confronting China’s wildlife protection with
extremely severe new challenges. This not only means that the principles of ecological civilization and safety
emphasized by the new law cannot be implemented, but also potentially involves huge risks in public health
security. At the end of the article, the author questions the legitimacy and necessity of the system and practice
dominated by this view of wildlife resources.
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Population, Market Diversification, Industrial Development
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