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Defending Lu Xun: Debates on “Lu Xun Style” and the
Construction of Lu Xun’s Image in Shanghai

Gang GUO

Abstract: In Shanghai, the isolated island during the War of Resistance against Japan, Lu Xun was taken as
a valuable spiritual resource and consequently exploited by various political forces. Initially, the essayists
harbored the intention of seeking the leadership of united front by means of commemorating Lu Xun and
championing Lu Xun’s writing style but all to no avail. Eventually, the united front against Japan split, the
peace movement launched by the puppet regime of Wang Jingwei in Shanghai sowed dissention among the
literati. The argument between the leftists, centrists and the rightist broke out and last into the break of the
Pacific War. Initially, the Wang’s puppet regime hoped to project the image of Lu Xun as “a goodwill friend”
for Japan. However, the literati under the Wang’s regime reverted the mythicized Lu Xun to the normal Lu
Xun. Japan, however, intended to reconstructed the modern literature of Shanghai by means of “returning
to Lu Xun and starting afresh” so as to make Shanghai’s literati cooperate in the “Great East Asia War”.
But this attempt failed. The construction of Lu Xun did not end until Shanghai was completely occupied.
The continuous reviews of Lu Xun carried out by China Daily displayed the whole process of reverting a
mythicized Lu Xun to a normal Lu Xun. This process was a spectacle of constructing Lu Xun and worthy of
studying by students of Lu Xun.
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