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Event Summary

Date: 8 September 2023
Speaker: Lan KE, Professor, the Law School, Huazhong University of Science and Technology, China
Moderator: Xingzhong YU, Director of [AS, Chair Professor, Faculty of Law, UM

The 1% “Guia Lecture” of the 2023-24 academic year, titled “The Misinterpreted Demise of Qin Keqing: A
Multifaceted Analysis Blending Socio-Legal and Redology”, was successfully held on 8 September, 2023, at
the E31 Student Activity Centre Theatre of the University of Macau. The “Guia Lecture” leverages Chinese
Confucianism to expand Macao's global culture, fostering cultural exchange among diverse cultures in Macau,
China and beyond. It provides a platform that enables interdisciplinary, high-quality, and international academ-

ic exchanges.




demise and embarked on an insightful investigation
into the intricate issue of incestuous relationships
within families during the Qing Dynasty. Particularly,
the lecture shed light on the distressing prevalence of
father-in-law and daughter-in-law incestuous affairs,

which regrettably lacked adequate legal remedies.

Professor Ke further delved into the analysis of legal

provisions regarding the “Act of compelling an indi-

vidual to commit suicide” during the Ming and Qing
Dynasties. Her discourse highlighted a critical aspect — individuals who instigated others to commit suicide for
reasons beyond official duties could potentially bear criminal responsibility. This illuminating perspective
underscored that the victims of sexual crimes, by choosing suicide as a means to hold the perpetrators legally
accountable, were engaging in a rational form of resistance. Professor Ke’s insights enriched our understanding

of the legal backdrop surrounding Qin Keqing’s tragic end.
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In addition to these explorations, the lecture also probed into the potential motives behind the alteration of the
narrative surrounding Qin’s demise. It scrutinized the intentions of the annotators and the author, Cao Xueqin,
revealing intriguing inconsistencies within the narrative. Finally, Professor Ke emphatically emphasized that
Qin was a victim of sexual crimes, and her decision to end her own life was an act of seeking justice. Through
this narrative lens, it exposed a prevalent societal evil during the Qing Dynasty, providing a searing critique of

the darker aspects of the legal system and the pervasive discrimination and injustices faced by women.

This lecture has provided a fresh, cross-disciplinary perspective on the interpretation of “Qin Keqing’s
Demise.” It drew enthusiastic participation from over two hundred attendees, including scholars and students
from diverse academic disciplines and institutions, both locally and internationally. The lecture ignited lively
discussions, particularly on contemporary issues pertaining to the protection of women’s rights and the socio-

logical exploration of suicide-related topics.
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Date: 15 September 2023

Speaker: Di WANG, Associate Director of IAS, Chair Professor of the Department of History, FAH, UM

Moderator: Chunming WANG, Deputy Director of ZUMRI, Director of RSKTO, Professor of ICMS & Department

of Pharmaceutical Sciences, FHS, UM

The ZUMRI & TAS Humanities and Social Sciences Lecture, entitled “Writing about the daily life of modern
Chinese cities — Big issues in small teahouses,” was successfully held on 15 September, 2023, at ZUMRI.
Professor Di Wang narrated the urban history of teahouses and people's lives, along with social changes. This
collaboration between ZUMRI and IAS aims to facilitate the synergy effects of academic resources and

promote collaboration and exploration in the humanities, science, and technology fields.

During the Western Expansion in China by the early 2000s, the society of Chengdu was deeply worried that
cultural practices such as playing mahjong and sipping tea might convey a negative image of the city as
slow-paced and lacking ambition. After years of development, Chengdu successfully transformed into a first-ti-

er city in China. However, its rich traditions of mahjong and teahouses remain the same.

The teahouses that serve as a public sphere have faced many challenges during the social changes. The devel-
opment of teahouses reached its peak during the Republican period. The teahouses experienced a gradual
decline in the 1960s but have steadily recovered after the period of Reform and Opening-up. In the early stage
of Socialism, the resources were in the hands of the state, unauthorized cultures were diminished, and tradition-
al performances in the tea houses were changed to suit the policies. Teahouses are the models that reflect how
political cultures affect society.

Professor Wang believed that the success of Reform and Opening-up can be attributed to the government's
decreased level of control and intervention in public affairs. This allowed the city to operate with its own vitali-
ty. The current commercialization has limited space for small teahouses. Professor Wang claimed that only

time can tell us whether teahouses will survive and thrive in the decline of local culture.



During the lecture, Professor Wang shared his publishing experience. He claimed that research and writing
should rely on rigorous methods and strict language. Moreover, academics may attempt to present articles by
historians with straightaway and simplified forms to engage young readers who may not find traditional histori-
cal texts appealing.

Professor Wang also shared stories from his field studies while preparing for his publication. Those daily stories
have given teahouses a valuable and unique role in people's lives. At the end of the lecture, Professor Wang said
that historians might lose their research focus due to the repetitive and predictable nature of daily life. However,

only the prosperous and stable lives of the people can be combined into a great narration.

-
LA AA

e CTLEELEEE

4Ll
L L]
——— i ——

3
)

The IAS team led by Associate Directors Professor Di
Wang and Professor Bing Shui, visited the Zhuhai UM
Science & Technology Research Institute (ZUMRI)
and received a warm welcome from Professor Chun-
ming Wang, the Deputy Director of ZUMRI.

The team visited three research centers: the Advanced
Materials Research Center, the Smart City R&D
Center, and the Chinese Medicine and the translational
Medicine R&D Center. Professor Chunming Wang

introduced the usage of the smart city and [oT applica-
tions on traffic and public safety. He also shared the



research collaborations between the university and
companies, with the goal of nurturing talents in related
fields.

Professor Shui appreciated the interdisciplinary
platform and geographical advantages of ZUMRI and
was excited about the potential collaboration which
would promote multidisciplinary interaction and
dialogue in humanities and sciences. The Head of Aca-
demic Programme and Publication of IAS, Professor
Shaoyang Lin praised the industry-academia collabora-

tion research strategy, he also mentioned that the visit
helped the team gain a deeper understanding of ZUM-
RI’s current scientific research development.

Professor Shui and Professor Lin presented Professor
Chunming Wang with a pennant to express our grati-
tude at the end of the visit. Both parties had in-depth
discussions and expressed their hope to strengthen
exchanges and potential collaborations in the future.
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Date: 28 September 2023
Organisers: UM IAS and FLL, HKU Law Equality Rights Project, HKU Space Law

The Symposium on Therapeutic Jurisprudence, organized by the University of Macau, the Institute of
Advanced Studies in Humanities and Social Sciences, the Faculty of Law, the Equality Rights Project, and
HKU Space Law, was successfully conducted via Zoom on 28 September 2023. This symposium was a signifi-
cant academic event that epitomized the university’s commitment to a global academic perspective rooted in

Macau and was the first symposium on this topic in Chinese society.

Therapeutic jurisprudence is an interdisciplinary study of the therapeutic and anti-therapeutic aspects of laws
and public policies, as well as legal institutions and dispute-resolution systems. This approach values psycho-
logically healthy outcomes in legal disputes and transactions. The symposium featured a distinguished lineup
of speakers who delved into various aspects of therapeutic jurisprudence. The keynote speakers, Professor
David Wexler and Professor Michael Perlin provided valuable insights into the origins and applications of
therapeutic jurisprudence, especially in the context of mental health law in the United States. Their presenta-
tions highlighted the potential for therapeutic jurisprudence to reshape the legal landscape and prioritize thera-

peutic outcomes for individuals with mental disabilities.

In the panel sessions, Professor Richard Wu’s presentation on well-being in law school and practice under-
scored the critical need to address the unique challenges faced by law students and practitioners. He introduced



mindfness as a tool to enhance emotional and mental
health in the legal profession, emphasizing the impor-

tance of self-compassion and awareness.

Peng Ding’s exploration of therapeutic jurisprudence
for people with focused on shifting from traditional
therapeutic approaches to a rights-based perspective.
He highlighted the significance of the UN Convention
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the posi-
tive duties of states to ensure equal access to justice.
His presentation discussed the evolving concept of
therapeutic jurisprudence and emphasized the impor-

tance of inclusivity in the justice system.

Becky Leung’s research on the cumulative disadvan-

tages faced by individuals with psychosocial disabili-

ties in the Magistrates’ Courts of Hong Kong revealed

significant disparities in the legal process. Her findings

highlighted the urgent need for reforms to ensure equal _
treatment and support for individuals with disabilities

in the criminal justice system.

Bo Chen’s comprehensive analysis of the implementation of mental health law in China, focusing on the
reduction of restrictive measures in psychiatric facilities, provided critical insights into the challenges and
opportunities within the Chinese legal system. His presentation emphasized the importance of clear policies,

training, and a deeper understanding of mental health law to minimize restrictive measures.

Simon Ng’s presentation on access to justice for people with communicative disabilities brought attention to
the challenges faced by this vulnerable group within the criminal justice system. His discussion of real-life
cases illustrated the need for effective communication, procedural accommodations, and increased awareness
within the legal process.

In his concluding remarks, Professor Xingzhong Yu expressed gratitude to all participants. He recognized the
symposium’s significance as a starting point rather than an endpoint in the journey of therapeutic jurispru-
dence. Professor Yu highlighted the need for continued communication and collaboration in promoting thera-
peutic jurisprudence, especially in Asia, where awareness of the field is still limited.

The Symposium on Therapeutic Jurisprudence brought together scholars, practitioners, and students from
diverse academic backgrounds and institutions, both locally and internationally. It provided a platform for
insightful discussions on applying therapeutic jurisprudence principles to enhance well-being, promote inclu-
sivity, and address systemic challenges within the legal system. The symposium’s success emphasized the
importance of interdisciplinary approaches and international perspectives in advancing therapeutic jurispru-
dence.



Upcoming Events

Philosophy Forum Distinguished Scholars Series ¥ £2% 44 [ii & 4 i 5

Organizers: UM IAS and FAH

Date: 31 October - 1 November, 2023

Venue: Cultural Building (E34), Room G011 & Online via Zoom
Language: Chinese and English

Guest Lecture Series - The Xinhai Revolution and Antiquity in the Qing
Imperial Palace: An illustration of Naito Konan’s Feng Tian Temple
investigation
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Date: 06 November, 2023
Time: 3:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Venue: UM Gallery (E1) Auditorium &
Online via Zoom
Speaker: Professor Yujiro MURATA
Moderator: Professor Shaoyang LIN
Language: Chinese
Distinguished Visiting Scholar Lecture Series - Litera- Luncheon Meeting : The idea of a global conceptual
ture as history: A case study of Ishikawa history
Tatsuzou’s “Soldiers Alive” BRI RN - BRI s AR
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Date: November, 2023 Date: November, 2023

Venue: (Cn il ISl i (£, [Kowm UL Y ey Cultural Building (E34), Room 3011
& Online via Zoom

Speaker: Professor Jiang SUN Bl TSR S SN

Language: Chinese Language: Chinese
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Phone E&f: +853 8822 4265
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Address i k: IAS, 3rd Floor of Cultural Building (E34),

University of Macau, Avenida da Universidade,

Taipa, Macau S.A.R.
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